
    THREE LAKES SCHOOL DISTRICT 

      NOTICE OF SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
The Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) allows a student with a disability, who meets certain eligibility requirements, to 

receive a state-funded scholarship to attend a private school that is located in Wisconsin and participate in the SNSP. The school 

receives a state aid payment for each eligible student. The student must be a resident of Wisconsin to be eligible for the SNSP. The 

SNSP webpage has a document comparing the rights of students with disabilities and their families under state and federal special 

education laws to their rights under the SNSP. 

Student Eligibility 

A student with a disability may be eligible to participate in the SNSP for the 2023-24 school year if all of the following apply: 

● Prior Year Enrollment: The student was enrolled in a Wisconsin public school for the entire 2022-23 school year. 

● IEP or Services Plan: The student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or services plan that is in effect at the time the 

student is applying to the SNSP. 

● Open Enrollment Denial: The student applied to attend a public school under the open enrollment program for the 2023-24 school 

year, and all of the following occurred: 

● All of the student’s open enrollment applications were denied. See the Open Enrollment Denial section for more information on 

which denial reasons meet the eligibility criteria. 

● If the open enrollment denial was appealed, the Department of Public Instruction (department) affirmed the decision. 

Open Enrollment Denials & Appeals 

Open Enrollment Overview: Open enrollment allows a parent to apply to have his/her student attend a public school district other than 

where he/she resides (known as the non-resident school district). There are two ways a parent can apply for open enrollment: regular 

application and alternative application.  

 

A parent could submit an application during the regular application period. An application submitted during the regular application 

period is for the following school year. The regular application period for the 2023-24 school year is from February 1, 2023 to 

April 30, 2024. 

 

A parent could also submit an alternative application. This allows parents to apply for open enrollment outside of the regular 

application period. An alternative application must be submitted during the school year in which the student wants to begin attending 

school in the nonresident school district. For more information about open enrollment, or access to the open enrollment applications, 

please see the Public School Open Enrollment website at: https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment. Open Enrollment Denials that Meet the 

Eligibility Requirements: In order to qualify for the SNSP, the student must have been denied for one of the following reasons: 

Non-resident School District Denials: 

● A non-resident school district denied the open enrollment application for any reason. 

● A non-resident school district terminated open enrollment because the school district did not have the special education, related 

services or space required under a newly developed or revised IEP. 

Resident School District Denials: 

● The application was submitted under the alternative open enrollment option and the alternative application was denied because 

the criteria relied upon to submit the application did not apply to the student. 

 

Open Enrollment Appeals: For SNSP eligibility, open enrollment denials do not need to be appealed. If an open enrollment denial was 

appealed, then the denial must have been affirmed (upheld) by department.  

IEP or Services Plan Requirements 

Implementation -SNSP schools are required to implement the IEP or services plan of SNSP students as modified by agreement 

between the SNSP school and the student’s parent/guardian.  

Quarterly Reports-SNSP schools are required to provide SNSP parents with quarterly reports about the implementation and progress 

of their student’s IEP or services plan. Reevaluation- In order for a student to be able to continue his/her participation in the SNSP, 

the student must be made available for a reevaluation by the resident school district within sixty (60) days of a reevaluation request 

being made. Resident school districts may only make a reevaluation request once every three (3) years for each SNSP student. 

 How to Apply- SNSP student applications can be submitted to SNSP schools for the 2023-24 school year starting July 1, 2023 

through June 30, 2024. A student application is not complete until all of the following documents have been given to the SNSP school:  

1) SNSP student application.  

2) Documentation verifying the family’s current address.  

3) Copies of the open enrollment denial letter(s).  

4) If an open enrollment denial was appealed, a copy of the appeal decision from the department. SNSP schools must give student 

applicants a copy of the school’s special education profile. The student application, list of SNSP schools and school special education 

profiles are available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship. 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment


SNSP schools will accept SNSP students in the order that complete applications are received. If a school receives more applications 

than the number of available SNSP seats, the school will notify students of their place on a waiting list. Schools may choose to give 

preference to siblings of students who are already attending the school. 

 


